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8s no Treatiſe hath been ex- 
preſsly publiſhed on the ma- 


nagement of icteric perſons, who' 


come hither for the benefit of our 


ſprings, it is preſumed that the 
following may not be viagtceptable 


to the public. 


Ihe chief deſign of the Author 
is, to point out thoſe ſpecies of the 
n in which the Bath waters 


* 


waters 


"EL 
1 


L vii] 
may be uſeful when they are either 


internally or externally applied; 


and likewiſe to mark, as accurately 


ras he is able, the particular circum- 


ſtances attending. each ſpecies, in 
which either method of application 
may prove hurtful. 


He hath alfa endeavoured to 
direct ſuch a method of employ- 
ing medicines, as is likely moſt 
effectually to co-operate with the 
waters in removing the diſeaſe: 
He hath, therefore, more particu- 
larly, attended to the exhibition 
of emetics and purgatives, which, 
in his opinion, are commonly 
Suan in this diſeaſe at too great 

a diſtance 


[ T ix . 
a diſtance from the time of 
n+ 


It is however to be obſerved, 
that the management of them, in 
the manner laid down, muſt be 
ſubjected to ſome reſtrictions ; for 
there are many circumſtances 
which may lead us to deviate from 
a rigorous obſervance of the ge- 
neral plan.“ 


The Author therefore wiſhes it 
to be remembered, that the em- 
ployment of emetics, with fucceſ- 


live bathing, purging, and exerciſe, 


is calculated only for thoſe whoſe 
conſtitutions are not much im- 
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_ paired by the diſeaſe. When the 
reverſe is the cafe, or the patient 
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is naturally of a delicate or irrita- 
ble habit, the diſtance between the 
employment of thoſe ſeveral reme- 
dies muſt be greater. 


_ N 


| 8 Thus much it is thought neceſ. 
| | flary to premiſe concerning the 
| iy practical part. 
| 0 as 
4 | With reſpe& to the theoretical 
| [ part, the Author, begs leave to re- 
it mark, that, as he only intended to 
publiſh a conciſe Eſſay, he hath 
purpoſely avoided minute difquifi- 
tions, and hath. only ſpoken of 
cauſes and effects ſo far as he 
thought 
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| 


LA] 


thought it was neceſſary ta explain 
his on opinion concerning theni. 
For the ſamie reaſon alſo; he hath 


made no obſervations: on what is 
termed the black-Jaundice ; which 
hath been pretty generally deemed 
a diſtin ſpecies,* being perſuaded 
that it originates from the ſame 
cauſe as the yellow Jaundice, and 


is only to be - confidered as an 


higher degree of the ſame diſeaſe. 


25 5 IN 
With all its imperfections, there- 
fore, the Author ſubmits the fol- 


lowing Eſſay to the public, preſu- 


* Ifteri tot ſunt ſpecies, quot colorum varietates, 
v. gr. viridis, flayus, niger, &c. 
ETMULLER, de Ictero. 
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that its conciſeneſs will at 
leaſt ſecure him from an accula- 
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Tu, wa is uſually pre- 
ceded by ſome uneaſineſs, or 


ſenſe of fulneſs or pain in the re- 
gion of the Liver or Stomach, 
with loſs of appetite, dejection of 
ſpirits, laſſitude, ſluggiſhneſs, or 
diſlike to motion, and a coſtive 
belly. | 

| B Theſe 


\ 
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Theſe ſymptoms ſeldom con- 
tinue long, before the diſeaſe is 

diſcovered by a yellowneſs of the 

countenance, which is particularly 
conſpicuous in the membranous 


tunic of the eye, and by the urine, 
which gives a very conſiderable ſaf- 


fron tint to linen, or other porous 


{ubſtances immerſed in it. The 
tongue alſo becomes yellow, the 


mouth affected with bitterneſs, and 


the ſtomach with nauſea, the re- 
ſpiration is leſs free than uſual, and 


the pulſe flow and oppreſſed. The 


belly alſo becomes more obſtinately 
coſtive, and the fæces when diſ- 
charged are v/wally white, or of an 
aſh colour. The patient com- 
plains of ſome degree of thirſt, and 


a clammineſs of the mouth, and 


ſometimes 


} 
15 J 


ſometimes of an itching or pricking 
ſenſation in particular parts, or over 


the whole ſurface of the body; he 


is ſometimes alſo troubled with a 


hiccough, and fits of ſhivering i in 
the coutſe of the diſcac 
The yellow appearance of the 
ſkin, eyes, and urine, which fo re- 
markably diſtinguiſhes this diſeaſe 
from every other, both the ancient 
and modern phyſicians. have aſcri- 


bed to a ſuffuſion of bile on the 


ſurface; and they mutually agree in 
attributing the white or aſh-colout 
ſtools to a defect of that fluid in 


the inteſtines. They differ how- 


ever as to the means by which thoſe 


effects are produced. Some of the 
ancients, and indeed many of the 


moderns, have ſuppoſed that the 


bile 
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5 
bile is naturally in a ſtate of 
mixture, and in conſtant circula- 


lation with the blood; and that by , 


the operation of certain cauſes it 
may be ſeparated from it without 
any interpoſition of the liver, 
Hence they imagined, that ſuch a 
fermentation or commotion of the 
blood is ſometimes excited as to 
occaſion a ſeparation of its bile, 
and ſo produce the jaundice. This 
was the opinion of Galen, and 
appears plainly to have been the 
opinion of Pecklin, and, in ſome 
meaſure, the ſentiment of Mor- 
gagni, and Van Swieten, . 
Others on the contrary, Chilſt 
they maintained that the bile circu- 
lates. with the blood in a ſtate of 
perfect mixture, have conſidered 


the 


1 


the liver as an organ neceſſary to 


ſecern or ' ſeparate it from that 


fluid. They have accordingly ſup- 
poſed, that fome obſtruction or hin- 
drance to the ſeparation of the bile 
from the maſs of blood is the cauſe 
of the jaundice. But as the blood 


in no part of the ſyſtem, not' even - 


in the vena Portarum, exhibits any 
bilious appearance either to the eye 
or taſte, it ſeems moſt probable that 


the bile is a fluid /i generis, not 


merely ſecerned, but produced from 
the blood, by ſome peculiar opera- 
tion of the liver. i of 

In what this operation conſiſts, 
we know not, but it is certain that 
the bile it produces is directed by 
nature to paſs through particular 
tubes or cavities, namely, the biliary 


pores, 
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pores,“ the hepatic duct, the gall- 
bladder, the cyſtic and common 
duct, and the inteſtines, from whence 
it 1s diſcharged | from the body.--- 
When it enters other channels in 
any conſiderable quantity, the func- 
tions of the ſyſtem are diſturbed, 
and that yellownelſs of the ſkin, eyes, 
and urine produced, which charac- 
terizes the Jaundice. 
Theſe circumſtances, I apprehend, 
take place when the flow of bile to 
the inteſtines is obitructed either in 


the common or hepatic duct. It 
| hath, however, been a matter of diſ- 


pute, whether a mixture of liver-bile 


* 


*The biliary pores are veſſels which firſt receive the 
bile, and by uniting, form one trunk called ductus hepa- 
ticus, which joining the ductus cy/ticus, r duct of the 
gall- bladder, forms with it the ductus A choledo- 
chus, which opens into the duodenum, or firſt inteſtine. 


with 


U | 9, | 
with the circulating fluids càn of 
itſelf produce the Jaundice; or, in 
other words, whether an obſtruftion - 
of the hepatic duct alone be ad- 
quate to that effect. Thoſe who KR 
maintain that it cannot, have been bj 
led to make that concluſion, by ob- 

| ſerving the different appearance of 
the bile in the gall-bladder, and in 
the hepatic duct. As it flows 
through the latter, it is compara- 
tively thin, pale, and infipid; but 
in the former it is more viſcid, of a 
deeper colour, and more bitter. 

That this difference ariſes only 
from a ſtagnation of the bile in the 
gall-bladder, is, l believe, pretty ge- 
nerally admitted; and if that be the 
only cauſe, I Know no reaſon why 

a ſimilar ſtagnation may not happen 
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from an obſtruction long continued 
in the hepatic duct, ſo as to heighten 


the colour of the bile ſufficiently to 


tinge the body when it enters the 
circulation. But even withoudſuch 4 


ſtagnation, Dr. Heberden inſinuates, 


that the liver bile received into the 


courſe of circulation may produce a 
complete Jaundice; for he remarks 


that if any of the por? biliarii, 
through which the bile ſhould paſs 


into the common pall duct, be ob- 
ſtructed, it will be forced back into 


the blood, infecting that and all 


the humours thence derived with its 


bitterneſs and golden colour. 

An obſtruction of the cyſtic duct 
alone hath. been mentioned by au- 
thors as no uncommon cauſe of the 
diſcaſe. I am however inclined to 


think 


* S 


L 
think, that it never of itſelf produces 


a permanent Jaundice. For if the 


obſtructing cauſe be not ſo near the 


extremity of the cyſtic duct as to 


compreſs the orifice of the hepatic, 
nor ſo conſiderable as to preſs upon 
and diminiſh the capacity. of the 
common one, the | bile. will readily 
paſs from the liver into the inte- 
ſtines; in which caſe, ſhould the 
Jaundice ariſe, it muſt be from an 
abſorption of that bije only which 
was in the gall-bladder "previouſly 
to the obſtruction of its duct. If 
therefore we conſider chat the lym- 
phatic ſyſtem is able to abſorb in a 
ſhort ſpace of time a much larger 


quantity of fluid than can poſſibly 


be contained in the gall-bladder, as 
in — we can readily i imagine, 
5 | that 
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that were the latter even full of 
bile when the obſtruction takes 
place, it would be ſoon abſorbed and 
diſcharged from the body. Hence 
the Jaundice will be removed, al- 
though the cyſtic duct remain ob⸗ 
wr and will not again return, 


o freſh bile can enter the gall- 


eee abforbed.and diſperſed 
through the ſyſtem. 


But it is probable, that the moſt 
common caule of this difeals i 18 an 


obſtructtion of the Huctus communis 
choledochus, i in which caſe, the flaw 


both of the liver and cyſtic bile into 


the inteſtines is prevented. It may, 
therefore, by regurgitating on that 
organ, immediately enter the courſe 
of the blood, or be conveyed thither 
by the lymphatics of the excretory | 

| ducts 


TPG 


remains obſtructed. | | 

Noſological writers take notice of * 
many ſpecies of this diſeaſe: Pro- 1 
feſſor Cullen, however, mentions 


„ 9 
ducts and gall-bladder, or, by tran- i 

| ſuding through theſe, be abſorbed * | 
by the lymphatics of the cavity. In 1 
both caſes, the Jaundice will cans Þ 
tinue as long as the common duet VR 


| only five, which are to be deemed 


idiopathic, Wiz. in woolen e 


1 Ferus 3 
—— /paſmodicus, 
— hepaticus, 
e gravidarum, 
Infantum. 


05 . two latter of theſe, I think 
it unneceſſary to make any remark, 
as the one diſappears ſoon after de- 
livery, and the other is removed by a 

| gentle 
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gentle dofe or two a ſome ang 


medicine. 


In treating of his Gt J ſhall 
reverſe the order in which they are 


here placed; and firſt conſider the 


third ſpecies. ert 
1/7. Icterus e Abſceſſes 


and ſtony concretions Gd in 


the liver, have been ſometimes found 


to compreſs. the dudts, fo as to pre- 
vent the paſſage of the bile into the 
inteſtines. Bu the moſt frequent 
cauſe of the hepatic Jaundice ariſes 
from a ſchirrofity or hard tumour in 
a particular portion of that organ. 
This cauſe hath indeed been ſpoken 


of as a very common one, and ſuffi- 
cient to excite the difeafe, if it hap- 
pen in any part of that viſcus. I am 
— of opinion, that a ſchirrofity 


of 


= 


of the liver is more 1 an effect 


than a cauſe of the Jaundice; and 
likewiſe, that it excites the diſeaſe 
only when it is ſituated in that por- 
tion of the liver which is contigu- 
ous to the excretory ducts. | 

This latter remark; I apprehend; 


is ſufficiently confirmed by diffec- 


tion, for we often find abſceſſes and 
ſchirroſities, and other affections in 


thoſe parts of the liver which are at 


a diſtance from the ducts, without 


If indretl the bile were darurally 


in a ſtate of perfect mixture with 


the blood, a ſchirroſity in any part 


of the liver might excite the diſeaſe: 


For, in that caſe, its ſecerning power 


would be diminiſhed, and ſome re- 
tention of the bile ſucceed : Whereas 
if 


* 


1 
if the liver be an organ which ac- 


tually produces that fluid, the conſe- 


quence of a ſchirrus in a part remote 
from the ducts will be only a dimi- 
nution of the quantity: uſually pro- 
duced. The diſeaſe, therefore, 
which would ariſe from ſach a cir- 
cumſtance, inſtead. of the Jaundice, 
would be fome other, depending 
perhaps on an imperfect chylifica- 


tion, ſince a due proportion of bile 


is found neceſſary to facilitate and 

complete the pfoceſs of digeſtion. 
In whatſoever part of the liver, 

however, a ſchirrus ariſes, it may be 


productive of dropſy, and at the 


fame time a Jaundice may appear ; 


in which caſe it is probable that the 
latter diſeaſe is excited by the preſ- 
ſure of water on the excretory ducts 


of 


19 Þ 
of that orgatf, and is merely an ef- 
fect of the 12 2 410 and not of the 
ſchirrus. 

Inferences, e which: are 
drawn from preconceived notions 
concerning any diſeaſe, muſt be of- 
ten erroneous, and on that account 
we ſhould not implicitly confide in 
the doctrines formerly advanced con- 
cerning thoſe ſchirroſities of the liver 
which excite the Jaundice. 

For it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the ancients, and thoſe who 


: maintained that the bile is naturally 
l in a ſtate of intimate mixture with 
y the blood, and that the liver is ne- 
ceſſary ſeparate it, would, upon 
4 the inſpection of ifteric patients af- 
: - ter death examine only that viſcus ; 


5 in any part of which, ſhould they 


and 


( 28 } 

diſcover a ſchirroſity, they would 
immediately, from the opinion they 
had previouſly adopted, aſſign that 
ſchirroſity as a ſuffieient cauſe of the 
diſeaſe, without examining the parti- 
cular ſtate or condition of the ducts. 

But when a ſchirrus ariſes in that 
part of the liver which is contiguous 
to the excretory ducts, ſufficient to 
compreſs either of them, the flow of 
bile into the inteſtines may be ſo 
impeded as to give riſe to the 
J aundice. r 

An Hepatitis, or in flammation of 
the liver, is ſometimes accompanied 
with the Jaundice, but I preſume 
this latter diſeaſe doth not ariſe from 
the former, except that part of the 
liver is inflamed which is contigu- 


/ ous to the ducts, in which caſe, it is 
* 


1 
probable, that theſe are inflamed 
alſo. Hence their capacities would 
be diminiſhed, and a proper flow of 
bile into the inteſtines prevented. 
Boer baave therefore erred very con- 
ſiderably, when he mentioned the 
Jaundice, or yellow colour of the 
ſkin and eyes, as a conſtant ſymp- 
tom oſ the hepatitis. 
A2 ahh. Icrzkus Spas MOobicus. A 
if paſmodic affection of the gall- ducts 
hath been conſidered by many as no 
uncommon cauſe of the diſeaſe; for 
which reaſon, I juſt take notice of 
it here, although I differ from an 
opinion which hath been and is at 
this time pretty generally received. _ 
It 1s now? 1 think, univerſally ad- 5 
mitted, that no ſpaſm can ariſe in 
* part which is not endued with 
* muſcular 


i WY 

muſcular fibres, and it is acknow- 
ledged by the moſt eminent anato- 
miſts, that no ſuch fibres can be diſ- 
covered in the gall-ducts. Every 
reaſoning, therefore, which is de- 
ſigned to prove the probability of a 
ſpaſmodic affection of them, muſt be 
altogether hypothetical. If indeed 
ſuch a doctrine were even true, and 
the Jaundice were excited by that 
cauſe, it would ſcarcely become the 
ſubjeFof practice; for tonic ſpaſms 
are only of a temporary or ſhort du- 
ration, and thoſe which ar& termed 
clonic or convulſive, we cannot ſup- 
Hoke capable of exciting that perma- 
nent Jaundice which demands the 
attention of a phyſician. ä 
A ſpaſmodic affection of the duo- 


denum may perhaps ſometimes take 


place, 


1 


place, as it poſſeſſes a muſcular coat. 


By the contraction of its fibres, 


therefore, the orifice of the common 


duct may be ſo compreſſed as to 


produce the Jaundice. 
This is probably the caſe, if the 
diſcaſe be ever excited by the hy- 


ſteric colic, independent of gall- 


ſtones, and that it may, hath been 


the ou Sydenham and many 
other reſpe 


never is excited by an hyſteric affec- 
tion, except biliary concretions were 
in the gall-bladder, previous to or 
at the time of its attack. For 1 


think it pretty plainly appears from 


the writings of Sydenham, on the 
hyſteric -colic ſucceeded by a Jaun- 


dice, that he miſtook an effect for a 


cauſe, 


able authors: I am 
however diſpoſed to believe, that it 


1 
cauſe, or in other words that the 
colic he there deſcribes was excited 


by the paſſing of one or more gall- 


ſtones through the cyſtic duct into 
the common one, which latter being 
larger than the former, admitted 
them without pain. Hence the co- 
lic ceaſed, and the Jaundice ſuc- 
ceeded? from an obſtruction of the 
common duct, by the ſtones which 
had paſſed into it“ 

But were the Jaundice even exci- 


ted by a ſpaſmodic affectien of the 


* Nonnunquam in Colon, et regionem ſcrobiculo cordis 
ſubtenſam impetum faciens, dolorem vix ferendum infli- 
git, /hace Paſſioni haud abſimilem, ubi zgra immodice 
vomit, colluviem quandam viridem, Bili, quam porra- 
ceam appellant, fere parem, nunc etiam inſoliti alicujus 
coloris, rejiciens. Szpe etiam poſtquam zgra ad mul- 
tos dies jam dicto colore, et continuo vomituritionis 


conatu tantum non fuerit enecta, tandem Ictero inten- 


ſione omnem corporis ſuperficiem ad inſtar croci tri- 
gente, ſolvitur paroxyſmus. SYDENHAM. 
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_inteſtines, its continuance would be 
ſhort, and on that account it is' 
ſcarcely to be deemed a diſeaſe. I 


ſhall not therefore offer any further 
obſervations on this ſubje&, but 
conclude with the words of SyDpz x- 
nam: In hoc itaque caſu nihil omnino 
agendum, cum Icterus huic occaſioni 
originem debens, ſenſim ſponte ſua 
faceſſat, ac tandem” brevi temporis 
Ai penitus evaneſcat. 
z34ly. IcrERUSs Calculosus, The 
moſt frequent exciting cauſe of the 
Jaundice, are biliary concretions. 
We ſcarcely indeed ever meet with' 
this diſeaſe in- any conſiderable de- 
gree where gall- ſtones have not ap- 
peared, either on the decline of it, 
or on the diſſection of thoſe rd 
have died under it. Theſe concre# 
tions 


11 


tions are generally formed in the 


gall- bladder, where they ſometimes 
remain for many years, without 


producing even the ſlighteſt uneaſi- 
neſs. From this - fituation, how 


ever, they are liable to be removed, 
ſo as to obſtruct the duds, by various 
cauſes, ſuch as violent muſcular ex- 


ertions, as in running, hard riding, 
jumping, wreſtling, lifting conſide- 
rable weights, &c. By the opera- 


ration alſo of ſtrong emetics or 
purgatives, and the cold fit of an in- 
termittent, and by violent paſſions 
of the mind, and by convulſive fits 
alſo, a permanent Jaundice may be 
excted when gall- ſtones are preſent. 
The cauſes laſt mentioned have 
been generally ſuppoſed to excite 
the diſeaſe by ſpaſmodically affect- 
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ing the gall-ducts, and ſome of che 


later writers have mentioned the 
bite of the viper as operating in a 


ſimilar manner. I am however per- 


ſuaded, that neither it, nor any of 
the former cauſes taken notice of, 
ever induced a permanent Jaundice, 
except gall- ſtones or ſome biliary 
concretions were in the gall- bladder 
previouſſy to their operation. 

Theſe ſeveral cauſes ſeem to in- 
duce the diſeaſe, chiefly by exciting 
the action of particular parts, ſuch - 


as the ſtomach and inteſtines, the 
diaphragm and abdominal muſcles, 


whereby concretions in the gall- 


bladder are diſlodged and protruded 


ſo as to obſtru@ the excretory duds. 
We can eaſily conceive, that the 
operation of emetics and purgatives, 
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and violent ague fits, and the muſcu- 
lar exertions juft taken notice of, 
may produce this effect; and it is 
not, I think, difficult to comprehend 
how the bite of a viper may do the 
fame, when ſtones are in the gall- 
bladder; ſince we learn from the 
experiments of Dr. Mead, that thoſe 
animals which were bit by it were 
ſeized with vomitings, and . 
ons, e. 
Although gall· ſtones be the malt 
common exciting cauſe of the Jaun- 
dice, yet a mere viſcidity of the bile 
may ſometimes obſtruct the duds 
ſufficiently to produce it. 
I think it proper, therefore, to 
mention this circumſtance here, and 
in another place to treat very ſhortly 
of the means to remove ſuch an 


obſtruction. Of 


- 
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Of the Cure of the Jaundice. * 

1 deem it altogether unneceſſary 
to lay down any particular method 
of cure for the ſecond, fourth, and 


fifth ſpecies of this diſeaſe, men- 


tioned by Dr. Cullen in his Noſo- 
logia Methodica. I ſhall, however, 


deliver a few words on that ſchirro- 
ſity of the liver which occaſions the 
third ſpecies, ſince the Bath waters 
have been/condemned as injurious in 
every ſchirrous affection of that organ. 

Previouſly to this, I muſt attempt 
to diſcover when a ſchirroſity of the 


liver is really preſent, and likewiſe 


when it 1s in an inflamed or unin- 


flamed ſtate. 


E 1//. The 


— 


4] 

1%. The Jaundice may in general 
be ſuſpected to ariſe from a ſchirrus, 
and from that kind which is of an 
indolent r uninflamed diſpoſition, 
when an haraneſs or reſiſtance can 
be perceived upon preſſing the region 
of the liver, which at the ſame time 
is unattended with pain and fever, 
and when only a trifling degree of 
uneafmeſs is felt by the patient on 
lying upon the teft fide. 

| 2dly, But when @ reſiſtance and 
_ hardneſs is perceiuzd on preſſing the 
right hypocondrium, attended with 
[ome pain; and when that is increaſed 
lying upon the. left fide, and eſpe- 
ally when it is accompanied with ſome 
fever, however trifling it may be; we 
preſume that the [chirrus 1s in an 
inflamed ſtate. | 


.. | | From 


7) 39 ] 


From a non-obſervance of theſe 
neceſſary diſtinctions, the Bath wa- 
ters may, perhaps, have been im- 
properly employed, and on that ac- 
count ſuppoſed to be hurtful in 
every caſe of ſchirrous liver. F can- 
not however help thinking, that the 
method hereafter to be laid down in 
this Eſſay for the cure of the Icterus 
calculoſus, may with equal ſafet, / 
though not with equal ſucceſs, be [ 
purſued with ſome little variation | 

only in the Jaundice excited by a 
ſchirroſity of the liver, provided 
there be no tendency to inflam- 
mation 

Tam led to this opinion by obſer- 
ving the great relief Which the judi- 

, cious employment of the waters 

| afford to thoſe whoſe conſtitutions 

1 are 
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are broken down by hard drinking. 


In ſuch perſons, I apprehend, that 


not only. the tone of the ſtomach. i 18 
deſtroyed, but the liver alſo is more 


or leſs affected with ſchirroſities. 


This, indeed, ſeems to be the opi- 


nion of Dr. Heberden, who obſerves, 


that the moſt common caùſe of 
ſchirri in the liver is an intemperate 
uſe of ſpirituous liquors, which ſpe- 
cifically hurt that organ far more 


than they do the ſtomach, to which 


they/ are immediately applied, or 


than they do any other of the bowels. 
If therefore our concluſion be juſt, 
it: neceſſarily follows, that the Bath 
waters will at leaſt do no harm in 
the Jaundice which is excited by a 
ſimilar affection of that viſcus. 


It 


AY 


8 1 

It is well enough known, that 1 
when a ſchirrus, formed in the liver 9 
or in any other part, is attended with | 
the leaſt degree of inflammation, | 
the ſtimulant claſs of medicines do 
harm. Hence the Bath waters, from 
their known properties, as ſtimu- 
lants, may in ſuch a circumſtance 
be deſervedly rejected. When in- 
deed ſchirri are in a quieſcent or 
uninflamed ſtate, pfovided they be 
ſo fituated as not to injure any of 
the organs of life, it is perhaps moſt 
prudent to leave them to the opera- 

| tion of nature; and, it we employ 


| any medicines, to avoid particularly 
all ſuch as tend to increaſe the ac- _ 
1 tion of the veſſels of the part, leſt 


they inflame it. But when the life 


of the patient depends upon the re- 
c & 


moval 
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moval or diminution of ſuch indolent 


tumours, as 1s the caſe in the Jaun- 


dice which is excited by them, it 


may be allowable to employ thoſe 


means which are thought capable 


or moſt likely to break through 


them, and render the veſſels of the 


part pervious. \ 


If we look into Authors who have 
written on the management of ſchir- 
rous livers, which are in an indolent 


or uninflamed ſtate, we ſhall find 


that medicines of the moſt ſtimu- 
fant nature have been recommended 
by them, fuch as the various prepara- 
tions of mercury, and the more active 
gums. If in ſuch a caſe, therefore, 
thoſe have been found uſeful, I know 
no reaſon why the drinking of the 


Bath waters, and bathing in them, 
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may not be occahonally employed 
with equal ſafety, if not with equal 
advantage, when the Jaundice is ex- 
cited by a ſchirroſity of the liver. 
But ſhould the pulſe be too much 
accelerated by the uſe of them, or 
the urinary diſcharge be not equal to 
the quantity of fluid which is drunk 
daily, it will be proper to deſiſt. 
Thus much I have thought ne- 
ceflary to obſerve concerning that 
obſtruction of the bile which is pro- 
duced by a ſchirroſity of the liver. 


As, however, the diſeaſe is generally 
excited by gall-ſtones or viſcid bile, 


in which caſes only the employment 
of the Bath waters is found of any 
conſiderable utility, my principal 
attention will be directed to the re- 
moval of thoſe cauſes. 


The 


11 

The late Profeſſor Monro re- 
marked, that in far the greater num- 
ber of icteric caſes, phyſicians ought 
to act with a view to ſtones that are to 
be expelled, for in no caſe perhaps 
can we be certain'that they are not 
preſent. Before, therefore, I enter 
upon any particular treatment of the 
Jaundice, I ſhall attempt to diſtin- 
guiſh when the obſtruction which 
produces the diſeaſe is occaſioned by 
gall- ſtones, and when it ariſes merely 
from viſcid bile. 8 

This latter diſtinction is indeed 
very difficult to make; and thoſe 
who are beſt acquainted with the 
onus probamdi in medical affairs, will 
readily overlook my defects in this 
particular. | | 


If 
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If the Jaundice ariſe ſuddenly 


without fever, or after exerciſe or 
violent agitations of the body attended 
with pain more or leſs acute in the 
region of the liver, eſpecially if it 
come on by paroxyſms or fits, and if 
the flomach be affected with confider- 
able vomiting or nauſea, and the 
flools be perfetly white or of a clay- 
colour, and the diſeaſe have happened 
more than once, we may, TI preſume, 
Judge, that gall-Rones are preſent. 
But when the obſtruction which 
produces the diſeaſe depends fimply 
on a viſcid ſtate of the bile, it ap- 
proaches gradually. The body firſt 
becomes more coftive than uſual, and 
the countenance in ſome degree more 
fallow this latter circumſtance how- 
ever goes off and returns occafionally 


F for 


1 


ll 


"#1 
for ſome weeks before a ſettled yellow- 
neſs in the fare and eyes is 40 bs 
obſerved, at which time a more obſti- 
nate coftiveneſs takes place, The 


patient perceives little or no pain in 


the region of the liver, but complains 
of a ſenſe of fullneſs and conſiderable 
fickneſs, and his ſtools are always mare 
or leſs tinged yellow. | 

1}. In thoſe caſes of the Jann 
dice which are 8 by gall- 


ſtones, the pain is ſometimes, al- 
jp oo very rarely, ſo ſevere as to 


uicken the pulſe very conſiderably, 
and to threaten an inflammation in 
the part obſtructed, on which ac- 
count the patient mult loſe blood, 
eſpecially if he be young and pletho- 
ric, and muſt take gentle purgatives. 
I have uſually given the common 
ſaline 


19 E 


faline draught with manna diffolved 
in it every three or four hours, and 
toaſt and water alone or with eurrant 


jelly, or water in which cream of 


tartar and pearl barley have been 


boiled, made grateful by the addition 
of ſugar or honey, as common drink. 
But ſhould the ſickneſs attending 
the diſeaſe be ſo conſiderable as to 
prevent the retention of theſe 
draughts, and of every other medi- 
eine of a ſimilar nature, it will be 


neceſſary to throw into the bowels - 


every two or three hours a pint and 
half of water gruel, which is often 
of confiderable uſe as a fomentation, 
at the ſame time that it ſufficiently 
empties the inteſtines. | If, notwith- 
ſtanding, this ſymptom continue 
N n it will be neceſſary after 

blood- letting 
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blood-letting to exhibit opium in 
pretty conſiderable doſes, at proper 


intervals, in order to allay it. 


When this troubleſome ſymptom 
is removed or abated, the draughts 
before preſcribed, or other medicines 
of a mild nature, and of a ſimilar 


intention, may be given. And when 


the ſymptoms of inflammation are 
ſomewhat diminiſhed, the patient 


may go into a bath of about the 


temperature of ninety- ſeven or 
ninety- eight degrees of Farenheit's 


thermometer, which is rather a 
temperate one. | 

This however contains the high- 
eſt degree of heat that can be em- 


ployed with ſafety, or be at leaſt 
with prudence recommended, when 


there is the ſmalleſt tendency to 


inflam- 
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inflammation.* The patient ſhould 
remain in this temperate bath for 
half or three quarters of an hour, 


provided no faintneſs come on; and 


as the water loſes the neceſlary heat, 


it muſt be renewed by the hot 
ſpring. It will however be highly 


improper to drink of the waters, 


until every ſymptom -of inflamma- 


tion be entirely removed. 

In the management of icteric pa- 
tients according to the plan laid 
down in this Eſſay, it will appear, 


that the private baths muſt be em- 


ployed, the accommodations of 
which are in every reſpec convenient 


* Neque minus caute procedendum eft cum balneis 


nimis calidis, in ipſo morbi ſtatu ac paroxyſmo adhiben- 
dis. Contra vero tepida et temperatiora, ſecurius 
poſſunt admitti. 


HoFFMAN, de Cachex. icteric. 
both 
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banks at the hot baths, and ulſo of 


late at che Abbey baths, which are 


under the direction of Mr. Sloper, 


_ wpprehenfion of inflammation, and 


the ſyſtem appears ſluggiſh, which 
is for the moſt part the caſe, our 
treatment of the lene muſt” be eſ- 
ſentially different. 


We may d che cure by: giving 


an emetic in the paroxyſm of pain; 
or if che pain be of itſelf ſufficient 


to produce vomiting, that vomiting | 


ſhould be encouraged to a certain 
extent by drinking freely of chamo- 
mile or horſe-radiſh tea, or any other 
fluid which will anſwer the purpoſe. 
For nothing ſeems ſo well calculated 
to facilitate the paſſage of a ſtone 
into the inteſtines,” or to force it 


back 
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back into the 2 as the 
great action of the ſtomach and 


occaſion. 


Dr. Heberden bee in the) Me- 


dieal Tranſactions, that a vomiting 
excited while the pain was intenſe, 


has rather quieted than aggravated 


it, and has never brought it on. In 


the truth of which obſervation 1 


have lately been confirmed by exhi- 


biting an emetic to a perſon during 
the paroxyſm of ſevere pain, which 


was entirely removed by its operation. 
Soon after the effects of the emetic 


have ceaſed, the patient ſhould go 


into a bath of the ſame temperature 
as the former, or two or three de- 
grees higher, and remain in it until 
he 2 to be fatigued. To ſome 


however 


abdominal muſcles, which emetics 
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however it may appeanmore rational 


or conſonant with theory, to direct 
the patient to go firſt into the bath, 
and not to take the emetic until he 


come out of it, from an idea that 


the gall- ducts, being previouſly re- 
laxed by the warm bathing, would 
the more readily give way to the ex 
pulſion of a ſtone by the action of 
vomiting. This method however 
I have tried more than once, and 
have found, that the emetic given 


immediately after, the uſe of the 
bath hath operated entirely, or for 
the moſt part, as a ſudorific, or elſe, 


after remaining a few hours in the 
body, it hath produced only a gentle 
purgative effect. I have even di- 
rected a patient to take a pretty 


ſtrong emetic about half an hour 


previouſly 


33 J 
pteviouſly. to his going into the bath 
in order that it might operate whilft 
he was there, ſuppoſing that I ſhould 


thereby procure ſome relaxation of 


the gall- duds, at the fame time that 
an expulfive force would be excited 
by the emetic. This, however, did 
not ſucceed; for its operation {was 
retarded until ſome time after leay- 
ing the bath, although he felt con- 
fiderable ſickneſs, and à very ſtrong 
inelination to vomit Juſt before he 
went into ve | 
This circumſtance therefore han 
to be an additional confirmation of 
the great conſent which ſubſiſts be- 
tween the nerves and blood-veſſels 
of the ſtomiach, and thoſe which are 


on the ürfade of the body, aid it 


8 mn afford an uſeful Hint to the 
G judicious 
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judicious reader in the management 
of - ſtomach caſes. But it may be 


obſerved, that the ſudorific effect 


produced by giving the emetic im- 


mediately after bathing would have 


been prevented, by reſerving it for 
ſome hours, when it is preſumed 
that the tendency to a determination 
to the ſurface hath ſubſided. Were 


we however to defer it ſo long, it is 


not clear that the gall- ducts would 
then bein a more relaxed ſtate than 


uſual, and if they | be not, the patient 
is as unfit to take che emetic on that 
account, as he was before he entered 


the bath. EEE 


After bathing, 1 uſually direct 
about two ounces of the Tinctura 
Sacra with a drachm of the com- 
wake ſpirit of layender to be 


taken, 8 


— — 
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taken, which i is a ſufficient cl 
and by its purgative tendency will 
carry off from the bowels whatever 


may be diſlodged from the gall- 
ducts. If however after this the 
pain be very troubleſome, opium 
ſhould be very liberally given. Blad- 
ders alſo half filled with warm wa- 
ter, and ſtrong finapiſms applied to 


the region of the liver, and renewed 


occafionally, and ſometimes dry cup- 
ping or with ſcarification, have given 


eaſe in this ſtate of the diſeaſe, and 
in that alſo which is attended with 
ialfarantation;: $15 

3d4ly. When there is no e 
pain or conſiderable uneaſineſs in the 
region of the liver or ſtomach, as is 
ſometimes the caſe if a ſtone con- 
tinue E 160g 1 in the ſame fituation, I 
| generally 
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generally adopt the following plan, 
which is leſs fatiguing to the patient 
than the former one. 


In the evening an emetic is pre: 
ſeribed, and on going to bed the 
following draught is to be taken, 
provided the patient hath been ae- 


cuſtomed to paſs reſtleſs nights, 


R,. Salis Abſinthii, ſcrupulum 8 
Aquæ Cinnamom. ſimpl. unciam et drachmas ſex 


Elixir Alo#s, drachmam 


Tinct. Thebaice, guttas triginta; Fiat hauſtus. 


On the ſuceceding morning the 


reRed to be taken; and in about 
three quarters of an hour after, the 
patient ſhould go into the bath. 


R. Taptari ſolubil, drachmas duas | 
Infuſi amari purg. unciam * drachmas ſex | 
Tinct. rn OR 


Fiat hauſtus. 


During 


following opening medicine is di- 


Peer A * 8 


7 1 
During his ſtay in the Bach, he 


ſhould move about, and endeavour 
to diſlodge whatever may obſtruct 


the duds, by variouſly inclining his 
body, and by gently preſſing or rub- 
bing the region of the liver and 
ſtomach. 

On his return home, inſtead of 
going to bed, he ſhould exerciſe on 
a chamber-horſe, and occaſionally 
have thoſe parts rubbed by the hand 
al ſome attendant well ailed, to pre- 
vent that excoriation or foreneſs 
which would ariſe from dry fric- 
tion. But ſhould he be fo, languid 
en his return as to be ebliged to. lie 
gown, he ought only to be thinly 
covered in order to. avoid profule 
ſweating, which would be injurious 
by weakening the ſyſtem, 
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If the et be fair and mild, 
and the ſtrength of the patient per- 
mit, it will be highly proper for 
him to exerciſe on horſeback, or in 
a carriage on a rough road, about 
ſix or ſeven hours after bathing, or 
when the phyſic hath done opera- 
ting. Horſe exerciſe indeed ſhould 
be daily made uſe of by thoſe who 
are able, either on the road or in 
our riding- ſchools; and thoſe who 
cannot purſue ſuch exerciſe, muſt 
never neglect employing the cham- 
ber-horſe. Great benefitlalſo is to 
be derived from proper friction, 
that is, from rubbing the region of 
the liver and ſtomgch twice or thrice 
every ys for half an r at a tiene 
at leaſt. 4.7 iN 
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The extreme laſſitude and failure 


of ſpirits which moſt perſons ſuffer 
who labour under the Jaundice, 


render the execution of the plan juſt 
recommended, at firſt, irk ſome agd 
difficult; ; they ſhould however bes en- 
couraged : as much as poſlible to pur- 
ſue i it, as the moſt powerful means of 
removing that obſtruction which 1 is 


the immediate cauſe of the diſeaſe, | 7 
7 The repetition « of the emetic, the 


© #4 


purgative, and the bath, can only 
be directed occaſionally,” perhaps 


once or twice a week, according to 


particular circumſtances; but ſome 
doſes of the following ſoap electuary 
may be taken daily, and is directed 


only as A ſuccedaneum For The bile 


which 1 is defective i in the bowels, , 


- 
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1 Saponis Amygdal. unciam dimidiaih, | 
Radic. Rhei puly. | | 


Nuc. Moſch. puly. fingulor. drachmam | 
ConfeR. Alkermes drachmas wo" £ 2 


| Syrup! Zingiberis q ſ. ut fiat Electatium. 


Twp tea poons-full of this, taken 
two of 5 times in the day, uſually 
render the belly ſufficiently lax, and 
produce a plentiful diſcharge of 
utine. The accompliſhment of this 
latter effect, as well as the former, £ 
throughout che whole courſe of the 
diſeaſe, i is, I think, not a little im- 
portant; 3 as We ebe keep up a 
conſtant diſcharge of a portion of the 
bile abſorbed, and i in ſome meaſure 
guard againſt that dropſy which i is ſo 
apt to ſucceed or E the 
Jaundice. 
I ſometimes Me the rüber i 
be omitted, and the ſame doſe of 
the 


[ n 1 
the cleQuary to be taken four or. 
five times in the day, and find, that 
in conſequence of the aromatics it 
contains, patients are able to take 
very large quantities of the ſoap. j 
In this diſeaſe I prefer the exhibi- =_ 
tion of medicines in the above form, i 
or in a liquid one; for as the dige. 
tive organs of thoſe who are afflited | 
with it are generally in a weak con- 
dition, it is not uncommon for them 
to complain that pills feel hard and 
weighty in the ſtomach ſome time | 
after they are ſwallowed. FO 
"oY he hitter tribe of medicines have t 
E--j: 4 been much adviſed in the Jaundice; | 
but in the experience I have had of | 
them, except when given with pur- 1 
gatives, I cannot fay that their good 
J effects have. been perceptible ; and 
; H | I am 


\ 
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I any convineed that in general they 
may be ſuperſeded by the Bath wa- 
ters. Halffman indęed declares that 
the employment of bitters in this 
diſeaſe doth harm. Verum bac ip/a | 
(fays he) plus ſæpe detrimenti, quam 
emolumenti, afferre, multiplici doc us 

experientia teftor. _ ' 
The Bath waters may be taken 
| with ſafety and advantage when the 
diſeaſe ſhews no ſymptom of inflam · 
mation ar fever, and it may be in- 
creaſed by degrees a a conſiderable 
quantity in the day. It is howeyer 
neceſſary to obſerve, that whatever 
quantity is drunk daily ſhould be 
divided into ſuch portions as will 
not produce in the patient the leaſt 
perceptible diſtention of the ſto- 
mach. it, tor example, he be 
= 'D | enabled 


C 6 3 


enabled to drink a quart of water a 


day, it will be better for him to drink 


it by a quarter of a pint at a time, or 
a little more, waiting half an hour to 


repeat it, than it would be by the 


half pint. For as in this diſeaſe a 
ſenſe of fulltiefs in the region of the 
liver and ſtomach is often very dif: 
treſſing to the patient, every means 
of inereaſing it ſho uld be eſpecially 
guarded againſt, | 

We muſt be directed by the cir- 
cumſtances of each particular caſe 
with reſpe&t to the pump from 
which the water is firſt to be drunk; 
it will however, in general, be I 
proper to begin at the Croſs or Hot- > 
bath pump. 
It will be neceſſary alfo to obſerve 


certain intervals between tlie taking 
of 
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of the water and the ſoap electuary; 
the diſtance of about three hours be- 
tween the ſeveral doſes of each will 
be ſufficient. Thus if the water be 
drunk at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the electuary may be taken at 

eleven, the water again at two in the 


afternoon and at five, the electuary 
again at eight, and going to bed. 

The diet in the beginning of the 
diſcaſe ſhould conſiſt chiefly of 
broths ; . and the Bath water which 
hath been ſtanding for a day expoſed 


to the air, made uſe of aq mon 
drink; or if 1 
able, ſome good mild ale may be 


agree- 


employed for that purpoſe. A 


ſmall quantity only of food ſhould 


be taken, at one time and repeated 
as often as there is occaſion, and ſet 
meals 


5 [ | 65 | ] 
meals avoided, leaſt that uneaſy ſenſe 
of fullneſs before taken notice of be 
increaſed or produced. 

Van Swieten hath W 0 
decoctions made of graſs, gandelion, 


fumitory, wild ſuccory, and ſuch 
like herbs, with whey, as a proper 


diet, from an idea, as it would ſeem, 
of their poſſeſſing a ſolvent power.” - 
To prove the efficacy of this, he 


informs us, that a poor man, who 


could not . the expence of me- 


dicines, was even cured of an obſti- 


nate Jaundice, by taking daily of a 


decoction of graſs ſweetened with 


honey as common drink, and broth | 


made of graſs and ſome animal ſub- 
ſtance as his chief food.“ | 

: How 

* Ante multos * 3 — curavi ab hoc morbo, 


qu, quotidiano labore ſibi et ſuis victum parare coactus, 
8 | expenſis 


* 


— —2 
by _—_ 


[6 ]- 
Ho far ſuch diet may be proplry- 
lactic, by preventing, the concretion 


_ of biliary particles, Iwill not attempt 


to determine. I have however gene- 
rally found, that the employment of 
much vegetable matter hath pro- 
duced acidity and flatulency in the 
ſtomach and bowels, a circumſtance 
which adds very conſiderably to the 


diſtreſs of the patient. I ufually 
therefore dire a more generous 


* 


expenſis remediorum imparerat: ſimul tamen conſtantis » 


animi et recuperandæ ſaluti / avidiſſimus: hinc promit- 
tens curationem facile perſuaſi illi, ut ſolo gramine vi- 
veret. Decoquebat magnam l quantitatem graminis in 
aqua pura, et decocto melle edulcorato, utebatur pro 
potu communi; tenerum gramen verno tempore pullu- 
lans, vel et poſt primam ſectionem renaſcens, incoque- 
bat carntum juſculo, illoque ſolo fere utebatur cibo. 

Sanctus autem fuit a pertinaciſſimo ictero ſola hac 
methodo; et vidi illum pluribus annis poſtea incolumi 
ſanitate frui. 


VAN SWIETEN,) it in Boerh. de Hepat &c. 


eee diet, 
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a ſuch as, the ranger kind of 
broths, or meats boiled down into 


jelly, and fometimes made-diſhes, if 


the ſtomach will hear them, and old 
hock, Madeira, or ſherry wine, or 
any ſpirit more agreeable properly 
diluted, as common drink, eſpe- 
_ cially if there he a very great inertia 
or languor of the ſyſtem. Ft 

But with, reſpe& to diet, it will 

in general be moſt prudent, when 


there is no inflammatory diſpoſition 
preſent, to allow the patient ſuch as 
he hath been accuſtomed to; and 
when he has an appetite, to reſtrain 
him rather in the quantity than in 


the quality of his food, For it is 
of the utmoſt importance to ſupport 
as much as poſſible the ſtrength of 


the ſyſtem, eſpecially if the diſeaſe 


be 
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ſtronger diuretics. 
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be of long ſtanding, 1 in order to pre- 
vent that dropſy which, we have 


before obſerved, often ſucceeds or 


On this account alſo, | 
we tk6uld: endeavour to- prevent 


every gloomy apprehenſion from 


| taking place 1 in the mind of our pa- 


tient, and direct him to divert his 
cares by amuſements, and the plea- 
ſures of ſociety 

1 bb ue hinted at the pro- 
priety of exciting the urinary diſ- 


| charge through the whole courſe of . 


the diſeaſe; but an attention to this 
particular is more eſpecially requi- 
ſite in the advanced periods of it. 
For which reaſon I give once or 
twice a day, or oftener, ſome of the 


1 
ö R. Salis diuretici, drachmam 
Radicis Scillz pulv. 
Nucis Moſch. pulv. fingulor. grana octo 
_ Sacchari puriſſimi ſcrupulum, contritis adde 
Aquæ Cinnamom. ſimpl. ſeſcunciam 


Juniperi comp. drachmas duas 
Tinct. Thebaicæ, guttas decem; ut fiat hauſtus. 


X. Olei Juniperi, guttas quindecim . 
SGaponis Amygdal. 
Sacchari puriflimi ſingulor. ſcrupulum, beng con- 
tritis gradatim adde 
Aquæ Cinnam. ſimpl. unciam et drachmas ſex f 
Tinct. Thebaicæ, guttas decem; ut fiat hauſtus. 


R. Aquæ Cinnam. ſimplie. unciam et drachmas x N 
FPpiritus nitri dulcis | [ 
Ts Cantharidum, ſingulor. drachmam ; | 

| Fiat hauſtus. | 
R. Argenti vivi F | j 
Mannæ ſingulor. ſemidrachmam, contere donec ö 
argenti vivi nullum veſtigium appareat ; deinde ; 


adde ng | | 

Radicis Scillæ ficcat. drachmam ; = 

Oxymellis ſcillitic. q. ſ. ut fiat maſfa, in pilulas | | 

quatuor viginti dividenda, e quibus ſumat zger unam 4 

vel duas mane nocteque, ſuper-biberido cochlearia qua- 8 | 

tuor ampla Julepi ſequentis. < : ] 

k : I R. Spiritus | 2 j 


! 


— 
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RK. Spiritus Mindereri uncias quatuor 


Aquæ Raphani compos. 


Menthæ pip. impl. ſingulor. uncias duas 
Sacchari puriſſimi, drachmas duas ; Fiat Julepum. 


Having hitherto found one or 


the other of the above formulæ ſuf- 


ficiently efficacious as a diuretic in 
this diſeaſe, I am induced to inſert 
them : | but ſince as Morgagni upon 
another occaſion obſerves, non ommia 


omnibus auxilia proſunt, others will 


perhaps be ſometimes neceſſary. 


Such may, however, be met with in 
moſt practical authors. C 
If, notwithſtanding a F 


perſeverance in the plan laid down, 


the diſeaſe continue obſtinate, and 


the patient becomes very ſenſibly 
weaker, the urinary diſcharge much 
diminiſhed, and the abdomen con- 


1 ſiderably 


* 


SAN 


Ay 


N 
gderabiy ſwelled, the uſe * the 
Bath waters both internally and 


| externally muſt be abſtained from. 


For in this caſe we have every rea- 


ſon to apprehend a fatal termina- 


tion, and we can do no more than 


attempt to prolong life, by the libe- 
ral employment of diuretics, with 


the interpoſition of the corroborant 


and cordial claſs of medicines, and 
the beſt and moſt ſubſtantial nou- 
riſhment the patient 18 able to take. 


When 1 obſtruction 3 pro- 
duces the Jaundice ariſes only from 


viſcid bile, it is never, except in very 
particular conſtitutions, attended 


with inflammation, and there is lit- 
tle or no danger of exciting it by 
any medieines we may employ to 

evacuate 
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*** 
evacuate the gall- duds. I have uſu- 
ually therefore firſt given an emetic 
in the evening, and on the ſucceeding 
morning the bitter purgative before 
taken notice of. The patient may 
P drink ſome of the Croſs- 
bat water. 

Should however any degree of 
fever attend the patient on the ap- 
proach of the diſcaſe, he muſt abſtain 
from the water until that be removed. 
Both the emetic and purgative ſhould 
be occaſionally repeated, but eſpeci- 
ally the former, as it agitates or af- 
tes the gall-duets more conſiderably 
than oy other medicine,* 


4 


* Quandogue vidi bilem inſtar tenacis glutinis reddi- 
tam vomitu, nunquam poſtea redeunte ictero. 


— 


Comment. VAN SWIE TEN in Boerh. de Ictero. 


Next 


1 


E 


Next to emetics and purgatives, 


I am of opinion that no remedy ſo 
much contributes to remove the ob- 


ſtruction which viſcid bile occaſions, 


as thoſe fluids, which from the 
weakneſs of their ſtimulant property 


admit of being taken in large quanti- 


ties, ſo as plentifully to dilute, with- 


out affecting too ſtrongly the arterial 
ſyſtem, or remaining totally inactive 
in the body. For that reaſon, there- 
fore, I have generally ordered the 
Croſs-bath water to be drunk very 
liberally, provided the urinary diſ- 
charge be equal to the quantity of 
fluids which are daily taken. Such 


a diſcharge will in general be pro- 


moted by the conſtant uſe of the 
ſoap electuary, and the bowels kept 
alſo ſufficiently open by it. 

K Although 


Ta }Þ 
a Although in this caſe bathing 
may be employed with advantage, 
yet it is ſeldom neceſſary; and when 
it is, a more ſtimulant bath, that is, 
one of an higher degree of heat, 
may be uſed, than was recommended 
in the former part of this Eflay. 
The diet and exerciſe of the pa- 
tient ſhould be of the ſame nature as 
that directed when the diſeaſe 1 is ex- 
cited by gall-ſtones. 


To 3 ' When the means 
employed to remove the obſtruction 
which is occaſioned by viſcid bile 
are inſufficient, I need ſcarcely ob- 
ſerve, that it will be neceflary to 
have recourſe to thoſe which are ad- 
viled for the removal of gall- ſtones; 
| but it is proper to remark, that when 
much 


* 


E 


5 euch bile appears in the ſtools after 


the uſe of them, cordial and ſtrength- 
ening medicines ſhould be given, 
whether the ohſtruction hath ariſen 
from the former or the latter cauſe. 
For it often happens, that conſidera- 
ble debility ſucceeds the removal of 


a long obſtruction of the gall- ducts. o 


On this account therefore, when- 
| ever a diſcharge of bile takes place 
in any period of the diſeaſe, the wa- 

ter from the King's-bath pump muſt 
be drunk inſtead of any other, as it 
moſt conſiderably tends to reſtore 
that tone to the ſtomach and bowels. 
on which the general ſtrength of the 
ſyſtem ſo much depends. ER 
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